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Shushan Purim 


Shabbos Seuda after davening 


by Reservation Only 


Saturday, March 10th





�
$9.50/10.50 Adults  


$7.50/8.50 Children 5-11


$4.00/5.00 Children under 5


$36.00/45.00 Maximum for Family 


Members/Non-Members  RESERVANTIONS MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE


Please send or bring in your check by February 23rd 
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�
The Month of Shevat


    Shevat is always a full month of 30 days, with its 30th day counted as the first day of Rosh Chodesh Adar. The preceding month of Teves is always an incomplete one, thus, Rosh Chodesh Shevat consists of one day.


On the first of the month, Moshe spoke the Book of Devorim to Israel.  He admonished them for their repeated rebelliousness against G-d during the 40 years of their wanderings in the wilderness.  Moshe reviewed for the people many of the mitzvot which they had learned on Mt. Sinai.  He also gave them new Mitzvot.  He recounted the blessing (or G-d forbid) the curse to which they would be subjected; he prepared them for their entry into their homeland, the land of Canaan, and he concluded with blessing them before his death.


For 37 days, Moshe reviewed these words to all Israel.  He began the first of Shevat and ended the seventh of Adar, when his soul returned to Hashem.  The later Sages therefore have said that the first of Shevat is comparable to the day of the giving of the Torah.  All the intervening days between the first of Shevat and the seventh of Adar are particularly suited for renewed inspiration in the study of Torah and the practice of Mitzvot.


The Shabbos on which the sidra of Beshalach is read is called Shabbos Shirah because it contains the song that B’nai Yisroel sang after the splitting of the Red Sea.  They knew that forever Israel has no joy and no life other than through FAITH IN G-D (Chavakik 2) We are your servants and You are our King…The Lord shall reign forever… Shabbos Shirah is the Shabbos of Song.


Tu B’Shevat, the 15th of Shevat is the Rosh Hashana for the trees and to the different tithes which are brought each year, counting toward the 7th --the Shmittah Year.  From fruit trees we eat olives, dates, figs, grapes and pomegranates…a land of wheat and barley. (Dvarim 8:8)


The Month of Adar





4 Special Sabbaths





The last Shabbos of Shevat (in a regular year) and three Shabbosim of Adar (most years)





1. February 24, 2001. A passage from Ki Seesa which contains the account of the obligatory half-shekal offering is read, hence called Parshat Shekalim


2. March 3, 2001. The Maftir is taken from the end of Ki Setzei. ”remember what Amalek did to you”; hence, it is called Parshat Zachor (remember).


3. March 17th, 2001.  The account of the “red heifer” is read from Chukas, and it is called Parshat Parah (heifer).


4.  March 24, 2001.  The Maftir is taken from Bo. “this month shall be to you the first of months”; hence, it is called Parshat HaChodesh (the month).


       When Adar comes Joy is increased.  The month of Adar is so replete with unseen blessing that the evil of no anti-Semitic eye can affect its blessing.  When Haman Harasha wanted to discover, through astrology, which month would be the most  “vulnerable” one for Israel he cast lots in order to arrive at his choice of months.  The lot fell upon the month of Adar.  Therefore, Adar was transformed for the Jews from a month of grief and mourning to one of rejoicing and festivity.


          Rosh Chodesh Adar always consists of two days.  In an ordinary year containing only one Adar, the month contains only 29 days, with subsequent Rosh Chodesh Nisan consisting always of one day.


          The 7th of Adar was the day on which Moshe Rebainu was born, and the day on which he died after a life of 120  years.  The pious abide the custom of fasting this day, and of saying the special “Tikun for the Seventh of Adar” that is found in the Siddur.  It is customary in most Jewish communities for the Chevrah Kaddisha (burial society), to observe the 7th of Adar as a day of gathering for all the members of the Chevrah, who faithfully practice loving kindness with the dead.  They 


never rejoice in their work, only when their work ceases.


Fast of Esther (13th of Adar) is observed with greater leniency than the other fast days.  Pregnant women, nursing mothers, as well as any one weak or unhealthy who would suffer by fasting, do not fast, do not fast therein.  The fast is observed Thursday, March 8th in the morning and ends after the Megillah reading.


The Half-Shekel on the 15th of Adar During Mincha (This year March 10th  is Shabbos)  It is customary to give three halves of the coin that is the basis of the local currency.  The money is turned over to the poor.  This contribution is made in memory of the half-shekel given by Israel when the Bais Hamikdash still stood, and whose forthcoming collection was announced on Rosh Chodesh Adar.  This memorial act is performed before the  reading of the Megillah because all Israel gather for the Megillah reading in the shuls.  Those who seek to observe the mitzvah with enhancement give the half-shekel for each member 


of the household and even for the unborn child as well.


The Observance of The Day   There are four mitzvot that are prescribed for Purim, and 


which were promulgated by the Sanhedrin and by the prophets.


1. Megillah 


Both men and women are obligated to read or hear the Megillah at night and on Purim day.  There are four verses of redemption which are repeated by the congregation: 


1.There was a Jew in Shushan.


2.And Mordechai went forth from before the King in royal garments…


3.Unto the Jews there was light…


4.For Mordechai, the Jew was second to the King…





      The purpose of this custom is to keep the people from sleep, so that the great miracle performed for Israel in the days of Mordechai and Esther might enter their hearts.


The reader of Megillah recites 


three brochos prior to the reading,  and one afterwards, and should intend to discharge the obligation of the congregation thereby. We do not say Baruch Hu Uvarach Shemo…in order not to interrupt in the middle of the brocha.


Feasting and Rejoicing


It is a mitzvah to have a delicious meal on Purim, including meat dishes and wine.  This “Command Feast” should be held during day time, before Mincha, and continue with festivities after Mincha.  This year we shall have the Purim Seudah on Shushan Purim, March 1oth after morning davening.


3. Misloach Manot


It is obligatory to send a gift consisting on at least two portions to another person.  Both men and women are included in this mitzvah.  Only what is edible or drinkable without further cooking or preparation is considered a portion.


4. Matonos L’evyonim


It is customary to give gifts to the poor on Purim.�
______________________________________________________________________________________


�
Purim Questions








Translate “Purim” Lots


Why is it called Purim?    Haman drew lots in or to determine in which month to kill the Jews.


In what Hebrew month do we celebrate Purim? Adar


On what day?  				 Fourteenth


What do they read in shul on Purim? The Megillah of Esther


On what is the Megillah written?    Parchment


How many blessings are said before reading of the Megillah?    Three


What is ‘Shalach Monos’?    Sending presents to one another


How many Monos must we send? As many as you wish but you must have at least two edibles in each package








Are women required to listen to the reading of the Megillah?      Yes


What is ‘Shushan Purim’?  On the 15th of Adar the Jews of Shushan celebrated because they were victorious the day before


What is ‘Parsha Zachor’?  We read about that which Amalek did to us when we left Egypt.


When do we read parshas Zachor?  The Shabbos before Purim because Haman is a descendant of Amalek


What prayer do we add to the Birchas Hamazon and Shemonah Esreh on Purim?  Ahl Hanissim 


What is ‘Tanis Esther’? The Fast of Esther.  We fast the day before Purim.


What is ‘Machtzis Hashekel’?  Charity each person must give on Purim


How many times is the Megillah read?  Twice - in the evening and the next morning.


�
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�
It’s a Little Cramped, But at Least It’s Home 


The Jews need wander no more now that they have been awarded undisputed sovereignty over most of Jerusalem’s Central Bus Station. 





In 1996 it finally happened.  Israel and Syria signed a treaty giving Israel undisputed sovereignty over Jerusalem’s newly reconstructed Central Bus Station, including one outgoing lane.


President Clinton, in a ceremony on the White House lawn, praised Israel for not allowing petty details like territory to stand in the way of peace, adding that “to attain full jurisdiction over this revered bus station is a fitting climax to the history of the wandering Jew.”


Prime Minister Rabin declared:  “It has been a long journey, but we finally have a homeland the world can live with - and the outgoing lane will guarantee safe passage if we have to wander again.”


Hafez Assad publicly renounced all attempts to wrest land by terrorism, since it was much easier to do so by negotiation.  He pledged that those Jews who could not be squeezed into the bus station would be repatriated to friendly regimes such as Syria and Iraq.


Shimon Peres stated that “this accord proves to all the world that for us, ‘Land for Peace’ is not just a slogan.  Unfortunately, we have no more land to surrender—but if we did, we would give that up, too.   We hope the world will now see what really fine people we are once you get to know us.”


Then Assad declared that it was intolerable for a foreign power to have full sovereignty over so hallowed an Arab site as the Jerusalem Bus Station.  But as a gesture of goodwill he would allow Israel to retain a lower level, plus the concession stands, since “they do so well at concession.”


Peres agreed.  The fewer buses we have, the more difficult it will be for terrorists to attack them.


The world was ecstatic.  The New York Times declared that “Assad is to be commended for having the patience to overcome paranoid Israeli fears.”


Said Ha’aretz :  “No longer will we have to dominate other people through might and power.”  Ma’ariv’s cover featured a full color picture of the new, compact bus station under a banner headline:  “If you will it, it is no dream.”


In the Knesset, Rabin was challenged about the bus station referendum he had promised.  “I will hold it,” he pledged, “the day after the implementation of the treaty.  Stop whining,” he added.


Shulamit Aloni was livid at the opposition.  “Only the haredim are opposed to peace.  It will serve them right to have to live in a crowded bus station.  Who tells them to have such large families?  We have pledged to build a brand new western wall at the western wall of the station - and they’re still not satisfied.”


Intoned Peres:  “It is always the religious who oppose progress.  They are living in medieval times.  They should come into the 20th century, where there is compromise and tolerance. I have read the Bible, and nowhere does God promise the Jews both upper and lower levels of bus stations.  Any religious Jew who doesn’t like it can go back to Brooklyn.”


Terror intensified.  As a good will gesture, the government gave Syria 50 military trucks.  It also released 400 convicted terrorists, and changed the words of “Hatikva” so that Arab sensibilities would not be offended.


As anti-government demonstrations erupted, the Knesset pushed through a bill sponsored by the Party to Prevent Religious Coercion labeling all anti-government statements subversive.  All protesters were placed under house arrest.


Terror increased.  Peres flew off to Damascus.  Two days later he returned in triumph.


“In my hand are 25 post-dated letters from the president, in which he regrets in advance the next 25 terrorist attacks.  No longer need we worry whether we have his regrets - for I hold them firmly in my hand.


                            (continued on next page)





(It’s a Little Cramped but at Least It’s Home continued from previous  page)


“And as a additional good faith gesture, he has pledged that as soon as we run out of these, he will issue new ones.  He is prepared to do this for as long as necessary.”  


The next day Syria declared that the term “Central,” as in Central Bus Station, was offensive to Arab sensibilities.  He demanded that


the new Jewish homeland be known as “The 








Final Station” (Tahana Sofit).


Rabin’s response was unequivocal:  “we must not falter over a mere name after finally arriving at a solution.


“But I faithfully vow:  This lower level of our beloved bus station, which carries so many memories for all of us, will forever remain eternal and undivided.”


The writer, Emanuel Feldman is  formerly a rabbi in Atlanta, Georgia, is editor of Tradition magazine, and lives in Jerusalem.


�



Shatnes Alert Update 


The following is a list of clothes to avoid buying due to their high incidence of shatnes.


Linen interfacing in Jacket Collar:  Atwood, Bank, Countess Mara, Carlo Palazzi, Daks, Durban, Groshire, Knits, Leons-Rosenblatts, Lebow, Polo-Lauren, Town and Country, Woodmere


Suits and Jackets made in Romania and about half the suits/jackets made in Korea.


Linen Jackets usually have wool collar backing and may contain more wool in other places of the jacket.


Linen interfacing in collar and/or linen pants waistband; suits/pants made in England, Poland & Italy.  


Extensive amounts of linen in various places in jackets and/or pants, Walter-Morton, Symms made in Germany.


Men’s winter coats: GRU Eagle made in Hungary.


A large number of women’s skirts, jackets and jumpers contain 5-10% “Unknown Fibers”.  Please check the label carefully as a significant number of these do contain small amounts of linen.  Although it is best to avoid purchasing clothes with unknown fibers, if you do have them in your possession it is imperative to have them checked by a competent shatnes checker.  


(Rabbi M. Berger 371-4697) 








 There are Three Main Categories of Forbidden Talk:





Concerning Hashem:  Irreverent language and false or unnecessary oaths and swearing.


Concerning one’s fellow beings:  a) Loshon Horah, bearing tales putting somebody to shame and cursing (all of these tend to degrade and insult a person); b) misleading advise, deception, lies and changing one’s promises, (all these tend to cause practical harm to others).


Concerning primarily oneself: a) unclean talk and jokes; b)mockery, flattery and other expressions of bad Middos and c) unnecessary and foolish chattering.








�
Visit The Heights Jewish Center Web at


www.tachash.org/heights with links including the full text of the weekly Parsha in English, with links to Rashi commentary, plus an intelligent Chumash search.


Why We Wear Disguises on Purim  





This custom has been related to a verse in the Re’eh--And I shall surely hide my face in that day.”  Haster (hide) and Esther are phonetically alike; from this we learn that hiding one’s face is proper on the day of Esther.





�
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Tape to Fridge


Candle Lighting Schedule		     Friday light before:		Shabbos ends after:





            Feb 23rd Friday Rosh Chodesh Adar              5:49                            7:01


            Feb 24th Saturday Second Day Rosh Chodesh Adar


                          Parsha Mishpatim               


                          Shabbat Shekalim                          





            March 2nd - 8 Adar                                        5:58                             7:10


            March 3rd - Parsha Terumah


                                Shabbat Zachor





            March 8th Fast of Esther , Megillah Reading Thursday evening, Mincha 5:45 


                          


                          Groggers and Hamentashen for all the youngsters 


            


            March 9th Purim- Megillah Reading 1st minyon 6:15am, 2nd minyon 9:00 am


                             15 Adar                                           6:06                             7:17	               


         March 10th Shushan Purim, Lunch/Kiddush/Seuda  (Pre-Reservation only)


            March 16th 22 Adar                                          6:14                            7:26


            March 17 Parsha Ki Tisa 


                            Shabbos Parah


            March 23rd 29 Adar 				 


                           Blessing of New Month of Nissan


             March 24th Parsha Vayakhel-Pekude		6:24		             7:29


                           Shabbos Hachodesh


             March 25th Sunday Rosh Chodesh Nisan 





 Purim is the time for Jews to get dressed up in costumes…be involved in simchas…be proud of our Jewish heritage…be proud of your Jewish Holidays…be a role model for our children, grandchildren and friends.


�



Recipes by Fayge and Shoshana


Yummy Hamantashen Cookie 


Mix together:  2 C sugar and 1 C Crisco


Add:  3 eggs, mix well


Add:   4 C flour with 2 tsp. baking powder


Add:  2 tsp. lemon juice, 2 tsp. orange juice


Roll our dough, using enough flour to prevent sticking.  Cut circles with glass top.  Fill with jam.  Fold into a triangle.


Bake 1/2 hour at 350 degrees to a golden brown color.


Apple Kugel by Fayge


6 apples (peel, slice and set aside)








In a bowl mix: 


¾ cup oil,  4 eggs, 1 cup flour, 1 tsp. baking powder, 1 tsp. vanilla, 1 cup sugar


Add apples.  Put into baking dish and cover with crushed flakes.  Bake at 350 for one hour.


After Purim  Before you know it Pesach will be here…We hope to get your Passover Newsletter out early for your shopping list.  Start getting ready for Passover.  Clean you house, garage, basement, closets and drawers, toy boxes, clothing, purses, briefcases, office desk drawers, cupboards, stoves, refrigerator, counters covered for Passover, buggies, play pens, highchairs, medicine cabinets.


�
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�
SYNAGOGUE FAMILY NOTES





Mazel Tov: Elaine Friedman & Moshe Boyce on their engagement; Tamas and Esther Muencz on the birth of twin grandsons


Thank You for Sponsoring Kiddush and Seuda Shlishis:  Jack Mandel, Ed Haas, Albert Bushman, Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Cohen, The Ice Cream Kiddush Committee, Elise Acchotti, Mr. & Mrs. Art Lefkowitz, Mr. & Mrs. C. Brosilow, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Perkel, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Gutman





Happy Birthdays to: March Sabina Berman, Irving Bell, Helen Cyncynatus, Frank Moss, Tamas Muencz, Thelma Nadel, Madelyn Pollack, Mitchell Rose, Fred Rothman, Jacob Vogel, Nellie Weiss April Moshe Boyce, Sylvia 


Cohen, Dr. Sidney Cohen, Morris Cyncynatus, Scott Mendenhall, Abraham Metz, Albert  


Pollack, Helen Rothman, Dorothy Samuels, Ronald Fleeter, David Geduld, Claire Lefkowitz, Michael Shack, Manya Smilovich, Judith Solonche


Happy Anniversary to:  March Mr. & Mrs. Morris Cyncynatus, Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Gassner, Mr. & Mrs. Max Heizler, Mr. & Mrs. Jack Klein, Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lester, Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Ritzenberg, Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Waxman  April Mr. & Mrs. Tom Gutman





Condolences to:   The families of Minna Bass, Sophie Bloom Friedberg and Sanford Fein, Mathilda Mendelow and Rabbi Yehuda Appel on the death of his mother 





Sharing Some Thoughts


By Zalman Posner 





Many of our members are distressed by the gap between the ideals of Torah Judaism, of Shearith Israel, and their personal religious practices.  They are taunted as “hypocrites” by their friends (?) and they cannot honestly reconcile Torah teachings and their own practices.                         (continued next column)


 (Sharing Some Thoughts continued)


What justification is there for Jews who do not yet keep Shabbos properly, or have a Kosher kitchen, or daven, to be part of an Orthodox congregation?  Are such people honest with themselves?  There are three points to keep in mind


1.  Hypocrites, I believe, are happily rare.  A hypocrite is one who intends to deceive, one who deliberately presents a false front, a liar.  Intent is critically important here.  I have seldom found a non-observant person who pretends to be observant.  Some people attempt to keep some part of Shabbos, for example, but do not keep Shabbos completely.  Admittedly they are imperfect Sabbath-observers, but hypocrites?  Not at all. They may have faults, but dishonesty is not one of them.


2.    The alternative offered the non-observant to achieve “honesty” is to sever affiliation with the shul, to attach an adjective to his Jewishness, to become a “conservative” or “reform” Jew.  Thus 


he would remove all obligation to keep mitzvos. My answer is simple:  One G-d gave one Torah to one people.  Israel is indivisible.  There are no differences among Jews, no matter what they call themselves.  Names neither impose not remove obligations.  There is nothing forbidden the orthodox that is permitted the reform; nothing permitted the reform that is forbidden the orthodox.  Torah establishes the absolute equality of Jews.  Qualms of conscience cannot be stilled by a letter of resignation.  Right and wrong for a Jew does not depend on the congregation he belongs to .  The “escape” is an illusion.


3.  Torah is an ideal, a maximum, and ideals are seldom fulfilled.  But if ideal is unfilled should it be rejected?  Democracy is America’s ideal.  Is America a perfect democracy?  Only a fool would say it is.  What is the alternative?  Fascism?  Communism?  Or efforts to improve the democracy?  If we do not fulfill Torah perfectly, does that mean we should reject it completely?  The earnest Jew will keep as much Torah as he can, regardless of his religious shortcomings.  If he has violated 23 hours of Shabbos, that is no reason for violating the 24th.There is only one cure I know for non-observance, and that is more observance.  If we have too few mitzvos the solution is to keep more mitzvos. 








     Some one started the whole day wrong—


     Was it you?


     Some one robbed the day of its song—


     Was it you?


     Early this morning someone frowned;


     Someone walked until others scowled;


     And soon harsh words were passed around—


     Was it you?





     Someone started the day aright—


     Was it you?


     someone made it happy and bright—


     Was it you?


     Early this morning, we are told,


     Someone smiled and all the day through—


     This smile encouraged young and old—


     Was it you?
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