
COLLIER COUNTY PRESERVES PEPPER RANCH 

In 2009 Conservation Collier, a Collier County program, purchased 2,500 acres of rural land as a 
nature preserve on Lake Trafford, the largest lake in southwest Florida. AHC was selected to 
conduct a cultural resource survey of the 15 acre lakefront lot used as a trailhead and park head-
quarters, once home away from home for the Pepper family, who ran it as a hunting and fishing 
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Pepper Lodge. 8CL1106, looking northeast; inset: test hole on site 8CL1105, looking south.

lodge. The property was acquired by Frank Pepper in 1926 as collateral on an unpaid debt. The 
Peppers had arrived in Miami from Missouri in 1907. Frank began working as a surveyor for 
Henry Flagler and later formed  Pepper & Potter, a real estate firm, in Miami. His brother Jim 
operated the Lake Trafford fishing camp on the site of an earlier fish camp that included a log 
cabin the Peppers used as their vacation home. In 1927 Jim, a minister, helped build the 
Immokalee First Baptist Church, now a historic landmark (8CR631). The Pepper family and 
their descendants and partners expanded to cattle ranching, winter vegetable farming, and oil 
prospecting, before finally selling the land to Collier County. 



Pepper Ranch continued:

Sewing machine found on parcel: Wheeler & Wilson 
was in business in Connecticut from 1852 until 1908.

From aerial photos AHC archaeologists identified 
two oak hammocks as foci of testing. Ground 
truthing  resulted in the documentation of two 
significant sites: one prehistoric midden with 
historic components, 8CR1105, and one historic 
structure, 8CR1106, dating from the 1960s. AHC 
recommended preservation and interpretation of 
these features, which span at least 3,000 years of 
land use history. This compliments Conservation 
Collier’s objectives: protection of its significant 
natural resource values including upland and 
wetland communities, native plant communities, 
rare and endangered flora and fauna, endemic 
species, and endangered species habitat. 
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LEMON CITY CEMETERY UNEARTHED
Late in April, 2009, construction workers called police to report they had unearthed human bones 
while digging a trench for an apartment building in Miami’s Little Haiti. Police called off a murder 
investigation after historical coffin parts were identified among the remains. The developers 
retained AHC to conduct excavations.  Research soon confirmed that the plot on which stood the 
now half-erected, 9-story tower was depicted as a cemetery in 1925 and 1936 plat books.

A 2008 aerial photo of the area superimposed over the 1925 plat map showing the cemetery.



Lemon City Cemetery, Cont’d 
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Village Carver is a publicly-funded, affordable 
housing project planned by Carlisle Development 
Group and built by Biscayne Housing Group on 
land owned by the YMCA. The parcel was 
cleared sometime in the 1940s and the area zoned 
industrial. But nothing permanent was built on 
the cemetery plot until 2008 when the Miami City 
Commission issued a special permit for residen-
tial development of the parcel to Y.M.C.A. 
Village Carver. Evidence from the early plats of a 
cemetery on the parcel was provided by Little 
Haiti’s NET administrator prior to the hearing. 
The topic was raised, but Commissioners were 
content to accept the developers’ promise that 
“As we go through this, if we find anything of 
archaeological significance, we’ll certainly take 
whatever precautions necessary to preserve it.”

While AHC archaeologists tested and monitored, 
and government agencies debated over who 
would assume authority over the human remains, View south of Village Carver building in April, 2009.

research into the history of the site contin-
ued. The breakthrough came when gene-
alogist Larry Wiggins found an index of 
Florida death certificates that recorded 523 
individuals as having been buried in 
Lemon City from 1911 through 1939. Most 
of them were African-Americans of Baha-
mian descent, people who had helped build 
Miami with their hands. Some were promi-
nent citizens. Many were children. Finally, 
a Veterans Administration document listing 
World War I soldiers buried in the plot gave 
it a name: the Lemon City Cemetery.

Bioarchaeologist Dr. Ryan Franklin supervises sifting of spoil.

Although Lemon City Cemetery served blacks from all over Miami, it took its name from an early 
farming community on Biscayne Bay. Blacks who worked in Lemon City lived in small communi-
ties to the west—Nazarine, Knightsville, and Boles Town—communities that later disappeared as 
segregation intensified. The neighborhood around the vanished cemetery was white until the 
1980s when a new wave of Caribbean immigrants arrived and it became a part of Little Haiti.

The archeological work was massive. Mountains of spoil produced from digging foundations and 
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trenches were sifted by gangs of workers 
overseen by AHC staff. Systematic shovel 
tests were dug and a GPR study done by 
other consultants. Recovery of remains 
dislocated from burials was coordinated by 
the county medical examiner.

As facts became known, members of the 
African-American Committee of the Dade 
Heritage Trust and local residents convened 
to preserve the site (creating the Lemon City 
Cemetery Community Corporation). AHC 
played a significant role as mediator while 
contending interests faced off. Efforts to 
save the site were rewarded when  Miami’s 
Historic and Environmental Preservation

Ground-penetrating radar studies were done in July, 2009.

half of the designated cemetery, would be maintained as a memorial garden.

On February 15, 2011, in the shadow of the fully occupied Village Carver tower, a dedication 
ceremony for the memorial was held. A monument to the men, women, and children buried in 
Lemon City Cemetery was unveiled to the public with prayer, oratory, and the music of a Junkanoo 
band. The reinterment will occur this summer when AHC’s bioarchaeologist finishes analyzing 
and cataloging the thousands of bones recovered during the project. The minimum number of indi-
viduals (MNI) will be determined for the bones—and then they will find their final resting place 
near the memorial.

Board voted to designate the cemetery a local historic landmark and when—with the HEP Board’s 
blessing on a fast-track re-permit—the owners agreed to redesign the project. The new plan left the 
now nearly-finished building in place, but shifted all additional construction (a second apartment 
and a parking garage) away from the unbuilt remainder of the plot. That part, consisting of about 

View of memorial ceremony from Village Carver roof. The monument unveiled, and the Junkanoo dancers.
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ISLAMORADA HERITAGE SUFFERS MAJOR BLOW
The young city of Islamorada (founded in 1997) has lost two of its most important historic build-
ings. Both the Green Turtle Inn and Papa Joe’s Restaurant were widely-acknowledged historic 
landmarks, yet Islamorada’s Village Council and Planning and Development Services Department 
allowed both to be demolished, actually ordering the demolition of Papa Joe’s.

Papa Joe’s in January, 2007, looking west. 

Papa Joe’s was purchased at the beginning of 2007 by Cap’n Wells Lllp, of Naples, a subsidiary of 
the Barron Collier Company. Its stated intent was to upgrade the marina and rebuild the restaurant. 
But the building was left to deteriorate until last year when the town ordered it torn down.

Papa Joe’s was built a year 
after the Labor Day Hurri-
cane of 1935 by Ev and 
Suze Fowler. Known as 
Fowler’s Caribbee Yacht 
Basin, it was a large, two-
story, pitch-roofed, frame 
vernacular bar, restaurant 
and marina. It stood at 
Mile Marker 79.8 on the 
Gulf side of the island, at 
the foot of Tea Table 
Relief Bridge. There were 
nine or ten tourist cabins 
on the opposite side of the 
lagoon, reached from the restaurant by a footbridge. Ev Fowler’s place was a home base for early 
fishing guides and served for many years as a community gathering place and hurricane shelter. In 
the early 1970’s Joe Hill bought the business and renamed it Papa Joe’s.

Ev Fowler’s place in the 1940s, looking north. 
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Iconic flipping-fin neon sign dating from the 1960s. 

The Green Turtle Inn, a small single-story frame structure with cottages to its rear, stood on the 
Atlantic side of US 1 at Mile Marker 81.2. It was built in the late 1920s or early 1930s as a roadside 
cafe called the Rustic Inn. O.D. King bought it and was operating it as a gas station in 1935 when 
the eye of the Labor Day hurricane passed just south of the island. The Rustic Inn was one of only 
four buildings on Upper Matecumbe Key to survive, damaged, but not irreparably.

Sid and Roxie Siderious, who had formerly run a 
restaurant and bar called the Seabreeze, bought 
the Inn in 1947. They reopened it on October 25 
as the Green Turtle Inn with a public invitation to 
“free drinks and eats from 7 to 9.” Sid and Roxie 
also owned a cannery, noted for its wooden turtle 
kraals, on the gulf side of the road. For many 
years they canned and sold conch and turtle 
chowders cooked to the restaurant’s recipe. 
(Green turtle is no longer served. Sea turtles were 
designated an endangered species in 1978 and are 
now protected under 70 different international 
regulations. Nevertheless, scientists still struggle 
to keep them off the menu in parts of Africa and 
Asia.)

Sid & Roxie’s Green Turtle Inn in the 1950s.
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A similar cosmetological reconstruction may await the site of Papa Joe’s: interviewed while the 
structure was being torn down, a project manager for Cap’n Wells’ cited the new Green Turtle Inn 
down the road as an example of the way “We’re going to put the same thing back” 
(KeysNews.com, 1/27/10). As yet, the site remains a vacant lot.

Prior to their loss these buildings were listed by the Islamorada Historic Preservation Commission 
as two of the most endangered historic structures on the island. Papa Joe’s was recorded in the 
Florida Master Site File as potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places.

The Green Turtle Inn has been replaced by a new restaurant built in a contemporary commercial 
style that might be described as Floribbean Revival. The new owners, Green Turtle Realty LLP, of 
Islamorada, retained the old name and are piggybacking on the landmark restaurant’s history, 
advertising it as: “An Islamorada Icon Since 1947” and “A beacon for  diners since 1947”, with the 
qualification that it is “a little hipper than ‘the Turtle’ your father and grandfather loved”. On their 
website they refer obliquely to the demolition of the historic building as “a metamorphosis 
required by Hurricane Wilma.”

Sid & Roxie’s Green Turtle Inn in the 1960s.
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Florida Antiquity is a publication of the Archaeological and 

Historical Conservancy.  AHC was incorporated in Florida 

in 1979 as a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization with the 

mission of investigating and preserving significant archaeo-

logical and historical sites across Florida and the Caribbean.

MEMBERSHIP
Members and donors receive complimentary admission to 

special events and are eligible to participate as volunteers 

on excavations. Membership costs and donations are 

tax-deductable.

Archaeological and Historical 
Conservancy, Inc.

4800 SW 64th Avenue
Suite 107

Davie FL 33314

(954) 792-9776

Board of Directors

Executive Director:

Bob Carr
President:

Beth Read
Vice President:

Jim Clupper
Secretary:

Barbara Tansey
Treasurer:

Je� Shepard
Directors:

John Beriault
E. Carter Burrus

Bob Carr
Debbie Carr

Mary Ellen Gray
Tim Harrington

Ann Murray

Memberships

Student $15

Regular $25

Family $50

Institution $100

Corporation $500

Partnerships

Sherdmaster $1,000

Potlatcher $5,000

Potmender $10,000

Site Master $25,000 or more

HISTORY
Beginning with excavations at the Cutler Fossil site in 

Miami-Dade County, AHC has documented over 

1000 sites throughout Florida and the Bahamas 

including excavations at the Miami Circle, Ten �ou-

sand Islands, the Ortona Canals, Fort Pierce, 

Okeechobee Battlefield and Fort Van Swearingen. 

AHC played a pivotal role in preserving these and 

other sites including Snake Warrior Island, the Ortona 

Mound Complex, the Loxahatchee Battlefield, Otter 

Mound and the Pine Islands in Broward County.

At Preacher’s Cave on Eleuthera Island, where a 

prehistoric and 17th century site occur, AHC docu-

mented the first macro evidence of maize cultivation 

in the Bahama archipelago.  AHC also provides site 

management plans, site tours, and interpretive design 

and development—the exhibit hall at Long Key 

Nature Center set a new standard for Broward County 

parks and natural areas. 


