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In December, 2011, evidence of the prehistoric Naples Canal (8CR59), which ran for almost a mile 
between the Gulf of Mexico and Naples Bay, was discovered during utility excavations in down-
town Naples. The canal’s existence has long been known. It was mapped as early as 1877 by 
Charles J. Kenworthy of Jacksonville. However it vanished 60 years ago, covered by fill from the 
development  of downtown Naples. AHC archaeologists had predicted that the ancient canal might 
be uncovered as a result of the construction work. Coordinating with Brad Hefner of the City of 
Naples and assisted by Jack Harvey of the Southwest Archaeological Society, monitors Scott 
Faulkner and John Beriault maintained a daily vigil. Scott spotted the canal six feet below the 
asphalt and with a one hour window before the hole was to be filled, he climbed into the construc-
tion trench to photograph and draw the canal profile, and secure a sample for radiocarbon dating.

Charles Kenworthy’s map - from his trip to the Naple’s Canal in 1877. 

Left: site is uncovered by workers. Right: Canal as shown in a 1923 plat map overlayed on a 2010 aerial photograph.

NAPLES INDIAN CANAL RESURFACES



Naples Canal continued:
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Fort Lauderdale Beach Park in April, 2011: the parking lot looking south towards the Yankee 
Clipper from opposite the Bahia Mar. Work began with the digging of extensive utility trenches. 

FORT LAUDERDALE REDISCOVERED 

As its hundredth year dawned, the city began digging up the parking lot of popular but aging Fort 
Lauderdale Beach Park. The plan called for a new, ADA compliant paver walk with curved beach 
wall, installation of new utilities including turtle-friendly lighting, new showers, resurfacing of the 
parking lot, and the planting of hundreds of trees and shrubs. Contractors were to finish the 
$3,000,000 project by the year’s end, often working seven days a week, scheduled tightly around 
beach activities, including centennial events, which were to be hampered as little as possible by 
the construction.

In 1998 George Luer pointed out that the Naples Canal—dug to a deeper depth than any known 
Florida Indian canal—was cut through a sandhill along its central segment to reach a deeper water 
table, charging it with ground water, and was closed off at both ends. He theorized that the canal 
may have used a series of stepped impoundments to maintain water levels in different sections, 
much like the locks of the Panama Canal. The Naples Canal was a major engineering project. It 
was located at a juncture of canoe traffic from three directions: the Ten Thousand Islands, the Big 
Cypress Swamp, and Estero Bay/the Caloosahatchee River/Charlotte Harbor. “Controlling who 
and what passed through this important crossroad” may have been the ultimate reason for building 
the Naples Canal (Florida Anthropologist 51:1). Unexpected support for Luer’s theory came in 
2005 with the publication of the “lost manuscript” of Frank Hamilton Cushing’s 1895 expedition.



Fort Lauderdale continued:

Adding urgency was the requirement for archaeological monitoring, which AHC began in Febru-
ary as digging forged ahead. Nearby on the beach a concrete stele marked the site of old Fort Lau-
derdale with a bronze plaque. The DAR put the marker there in 1929 and replaced it in 2005 when 
the original went missing. Historians had spotted the site accurately: in April, archaeologists found 
a musketball, the first of 100 diagnostic artifacts dating from 1838-1842 uncovered over the next 
two weeks of sifting spoil in the wake of dozers, loaders, and scrapers. After a century-and-a-half 
of development and use the park was thought to be too disturbed to yield evidence of a fort. The 
discoveries took nearly everyone by surprise.
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The project began with the parking lot and finished with the beach wall, which was built from 
south to north. As work on the wall began, two wooden post fragments were uncovered. These 
were the first evidence found of any materials likely associated with the stockade or a fort struc-
ture. As the dune was dug for the last, northernmost, stretch of wall, AHC monitors discovered in 
the sand a small bronze disk set in concrete, incribed with “Fort 2” and the date: a benchmark 
placed on the property of  Coast Guard Station No. 6 in 1934. The Coast and Geodetic Survey 
unsuccessfully searched for this marker in 1962, writing it off as “lost due to erosion of beach.”

Naval uniform button from Seminole War period.

Kaolin pipe bowl and lead musket balls. Wooden post with tenon, likely associated with fort structure.

Artifacts dating from the Seminole Wars included lead musket balls, U.S. Army and Navy military 
buttons, and a kaolin pipe bowl. Also found were artifacts from the 1890s House of Refuge and 
the World War II Coast Guard Station, both of which had been constructed close to the site of the 
Seminole War period fort. Ten subsur-
face features were uncovered during the 
monitoring of excavations, including 
several late nineteenth century cooking 
pits and one trash pit. In the trash were 
fish and sea turtle bones, iron nails, and 
broken plates. Most of the artifacts were 
found about three feet below the current 
surface.  



Fort Lauderdale continued:

From Military Map of the Peninsula of Florida South of Tampa Bay by Lt. J. C. Ives, 1856
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The first Fort Lauderdale was built on the north bank of the New River about six and a half miles 
from the inlet. Its site, along with that of the third fort, is marked on a map of Florida drawn by 
J.C. Ives in 1856. The dashed line in the vignette below traces the route of Major William 
Lauderdale’s Tennessee mounted infantry from Fort Jupiter to Fort Dallas. The troop camped on 
the river on March 2, 1838, and built a block house surrounded by pickets on the north bank. On 
March 22, 550 men under Major Lauderdale, naval Lieutenant Levin Powell, and Colonel William 
Bankhead from Jupiter, launched an attack in a flotilla of small boats on the Pine Island Ridge, 
only—after suffering several casualties—to see Sam Jones and his Seminoles retreat into the 

Major Lauderdale returned to Tennessee, leaving Lieutenant Robert Anderson in charge, and after 
a few months Anderson abandoned the fort. When William Davidson arrived there at the head of 
Company K, Third Artillery in February, 1839, he came upon “the old blockhouse and picket 
burned by the Indians.” Davidson built a second fort downstream, a wooden tower surrounded by 
pickets, protecting his troop’s tents. The journal of medical officer Dr. Ellis Hughes reported the 
river location as unhealthy. It was vacated that autumn in favor of building a permanent fort on the 
beach.

 A year later, in a letter to Robert Anderson, artilleryman Francis Wyse wrote: “This post pleases 
me much. It is situated by the seashore on a narrow strip of land separated from the mainland by 
New River, which at this point is not fifty yards from the sea; so by stepping a few yards out the 
back door you can take a fresh water bath, or if the salt is preferred we have but to step a few paces 
to the front and plunge into the surf.” By another account the site was “the abode of serpents, 
alligators, frogs, foxes, wildcats and other noisy creatures, whose moans, yelps and hootings joined 
with the hum and buzz of the innumerable winged and sharded insects that filled the whole 
surrounding atmosphere.” The army and navy launched several expeditions into the Everglades 
from Fort Lauderdale before abandoning it in January, 1842, eight months before the end of the 
Second Seminole War.  

This monitoring confirmed the occurence of several cultural components in the park, including the 
House of Refuge site,  8BD102, the Seminole War fort as recorded by Bob Carr in 1974, and the 
likely location of prehistoric site 8BD1. A new designation was made to encompass these multiple 
components: the Third Fort Lauderdale Resource Group, 8BD4826.



Fort Lauderdale continued:

center, which may account for a number of 
the fire pits uncovered by archaeologists. 
The Houses of Refuge became obsolete, 
were closed in 1915, and taken over by the 
Coast Guard. 

Coast Guard Base Six was built on 33.5 
acres of beachfront including the House of 
Refuge site and addtional land acquired 
from the City of Fort Lauderdale for use as 
a military reservation. The base was down-
sized during World War II, after which the 
land, except for a small parcel set aside for 
the Coast Guard, was sold to the city for 
$600,000.  
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House of Refuge No. 4 was one of the first five life saving stations built in Florida from 1875 to 
1876. It was built seven miles north of the New River inlet where a schooner landed the lumber by 
mistake. In 1891 it was rolled on logs six miles south to its intended site on federal property “close 
to the old rotting logs of the fort for which Fort Lauderdale was named” as a local historian put it. 
Aside from its official purpose the House of Refuge apparently also functioned as a community 

Construction begins on Bahia Mar causeway, 1949.
(Photo courtesy of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society)

Coast Guard Base Six looking north in the early 1940s
(Photo courtesy of the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society)

2011 aerial photo of Fort Lauderdale Beach Park midway 
through construction, east of Bahia Mar. (Photo: Google Earth)

The lower left and right aerial photos show the beach park parcel from similar vantage points over 
a 60 year period. The Coast Guard administration building, shown looking east in the top photo, 
can also be seen at the center of the lower left aerial. Bahia Mar, flanked by marinas in the lower 
right photo, was originally built at the end of a causeway centered on the Coast Guard building. A 
pedestrian overpass marks the spot now. 

OVERPASS
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The fort discoveries came to the attention of the press in May. On Memorial Day weekend the City 
of Fort Lauderdale planned a Great American Beach Party to celebrate its centennial. Pressure on 
the contractor to finish the parking lot in time exacerbated the difficulty of documenting the site. 

As the weekend approached, news interest 
intensified, several of the archaeologists 
were interviewed, and the city coordinated a 
media blitz in which multiple TV stations 
filmed AHC director Bob Carr explaining 
the project, the nature of the finds, and the 
importance of documenting the context in 
which archaeological artifacts are found.  

If somewhat in retrospect, the discovery of the site 
of Fort Lauderdale climaxed the city’s centennial. 
The centerpiece of the ribbon cutting for the park, 
held on the beach December 15, 2011, was an 
AHC-designed exhibit on the significance of the 
finds to the history and prehistory of the site.

Top left: a cameraman films the work for local TV. Center: The mayor speaks at the ribbon cutting on Fort 
Lauderdale beach. Bottom: a crowd examines the AHC exhibit, set up in a tent to protect it from the wind.



SMALLWOOD’S STORE ROAD CLOSING SAGA 

For most of its history, the only way to reach Smallwood’s Store was by boat. In 1896 Ted Small-
wood began carrying the mail by sailboat between Marco and Chokoloskee island, where he settled 
down and married in 1897. He built the general store/post office of which he became postmaster 
in 1906. In 1936 Mamie Street (named after his wife) was built from the store across the island to 
connect with a future causeway—not completed until 1956. His daughter Thelma became post 
mistress after he retired in 1941. His daughters kept the store open until 1982, after which the local 
landmark—it was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1972—became a museum.

On the morning of April 14, 2011, neighbors 
were awakened by the sight of Mamie Street 
being bulldozed into rubble and fenced off. Over-
night, without warning, the new owner of a prop-
erty through which the road happened to pass had 
made Mamie Street the stakes in a game of 
chicken with state and federal agencies, who had 
threatened to deny a permit to build a marina on 
the mangrove-lined shore. The owner, Florida-
Georgia Grove LLP of Highland County, reck-
oned that lacking land access, authorities would The store from the street, after the causeway was built.

be forced to grant access to the store by another route through the mangroves. But they failed to 
take into account the reaction of the community. In May, Collier County joined Smallwood’s Store 
in a lawsuit to restore Mamie Street. A neighbor who lost the road to his home filed a separate suit. 

CAUSEWAY

MAMIE STREET

Chokokoloskee Island is an ancient shell-mound complex created by prehistoric people. This real 
photo postcard shows the store, the street, and the causeway (under construction) around 1956.
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Smallwood’s Store continued:

With the road gone, its route fenced off, and the case tied up in court, Ted Smallwood’s Store and 
Museum was shut down for five months. Then, on September 15 (to a cheering crowd) a Collier 
County Circuit Court judge gave the defendants 30 days to take down the fence and put back the 
road. Judge Hugh Hayes ruled that after 75 years of public use, Mamie Street did not belong to the 
property owner, but was a “prescriptive easement.”

The replacement road was completed by the deadline. It was reported on October 26 by the Semi-
nole Tribune: “A thin gray stretch of mud, pothole, standing water and stone now provide access 
to the Ted Smallwood Store and Museum at the extreme southwest tip of Florida.”  At a subsequent 
hearing on the 29th of December Collier County Judge Lauren Brodie determined that the defen-
dant was in contempt of the September court order and gave the company 45 days to pave the road. 
Florida-Georgia Grove has appealed the ruling.

There the case stands. Although AHC provided  archaeological information and expert advice to 
county officials from the beginning, archaeological monitoring of the road construction has never 
been addressed. The sensitivity of the site is reflected in the fact that the island of Chokoloskee in 
its entirety is designated as 8CR1, a significant archaeological and historical site with reported 
prehistoric burials. It has the distinction of being the first historic site recorded in Collier County. 

THE EVERGLADES: A CULTURAL HISTORY IN PICTURES 

In late 2010 Arcadia, publisher of some 7,500 
books on history and preservation, approached 
AHC inquiring about the possibility of  producing 
a book in their popular Images of America series 
on the Everglades. In 2011 the publisher accepted 
the proposal of a unique perspective on the Ever-
glades: a cultural history in pictures. The result, 
after a year of research and writing, is The Ever-
glades, co-authored by AHC director Bob Carr 
and graphic designer Tim Harrington. The book is  
expected to appear on book store shelves and 
online in mid March. The  historical photographs 
of Chokoloskee and Ted Smallwood’s Store in the 
article above are two of more than 200 images in 
the book that tell the story of the Everglades from 
its settlement  during the Seminole Wars to its 
partial preservation as a National Park. Readers 
interested in obtaining a signed copy of the book 
can use the pre-order form on the following page. 
Books can also be purchased directly from the 
publisher (www.arcadiapublishing.com).  
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PREORDER THE EVERGLADES  SIGNED BY THE AUTHORS:
Billing:  Name _______________________________
Address1____________________________________
Address2____________________________________
City____________________ State_____  Zip_______
Phone_________________ Fax__________________
Cash _______________ Check__________________

Shipping:  Name_______________________________
Address1______________________________________
Address2______________________________________
City______________________State_____Zip________
Price per copy: $25.00          Quantity ordered: ________
(includes shipping and handling)

Archaeological and Historical Conservancy, Inc., 4800 SW 64th Ave, Ste 107, Davie, FL 33314     (954)792-9776    archlgcl@bellsouth.net
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Florida Antiquity is a publication of the Archaeological and 

Historical Conservancy.  AHC was incorporated in Florida 

in 1979 as a 501 (c)(3) not-for-profit organization with the 

mission of investigating and preserving significant archaeo-

logical and historical sites across Florida and the Caribbean.

MEMBERSHIP
Members and donors receive complimentary admission to 

special events and are eligible to participate as volunteers 

on excavations. Membership costs and donations are 

tax-deductable.

Archaeological and Historical 
Conservancy, Inc.

4800 SW 64th Avenue
Suite 107

Davie FL 33314

(954) 792-9776

Board of Directors

Executive Director:

Bob Carr
President:

Beth Read
Vice President:

Jim Clupper
Secretary:

Barbara Tansey
Treasurer:

Je� Shepard
Directors:

John Beriault
E. Carter Burrus

Bob Carr
Debbie Carr

Mary Ellen Gray
Tim Harrington

Memberships

Student $15

Regular $25

Family $50

Institution $100

Corporation $500

Partnerships

Sherdmaster $1,000

Potlatcher $5,000

Potmender $10,000

Site Master $25,000 or more

HISTORY
Beginning with excavations at the Cutler Fossil site in 

Miami-Dade County, AHC has documented over 

1000 sites throughout Florida and the Bahamas 

including excavations at the Miami Circle, Ten �ou-

sand Islands, the Ortona Canals, Fort Pierce, 

Okeechobee Battlefield and Fort Van Swearingen. 

AHC played a pivotal role in preserving these and 

other sites including Snake Warrior Island, the Ortona 

Mound Complex, the Loxahatchee Battlefield, Otter 

Mound and the Pine Islands in Broward County.

At Preacher’s Cave on Eleuthera Island, where a 

prehistoric and 17th century site occur, AHC docu-

mented the first macro evidence of maize cultivation 

in the Bahama archipelago.  AHC also provides site 

management plans, site tours, and interpretive design 

and development—the exhibit hall at Long Key 

Nature Center set a new standard for Broward County 

parks and natural areas. 




